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The Current Status and Prospective
Development of Optometry Education
and Licensure Examination of
Optometrist in Taiwan

Abstract

This review article describes the history of Optometry education and the
establishment of National Optometrist Licensure Examinations in Taiwan. The procedures
for obtaining and reviewing Optometrist licenses in the Northern America, Australia,
United Kingdom, Asia Countries and Taiwan are compared. This comparison provides
valuable information in support of connecting to the Global community of Optometrist.
In Taiwan, the clinical practice of Optometrist and Dispensing began in 1980. In 1999, the
department of Optometry at Chung Shan Medical University was founded. The Taiwan
Association of Optometry ( 2 & R iid Y £ & ) was established in 2002. After 30 to 40
years dedication by numerous Optometry and Dispensing Pioneers, the Act of Optometrist
was passed by the Legislative Yuan of the Republic of China on 18th December of 2015,
and the Act was followed promulgated by Office of President at 6th January in 2016( {4
—ZE T 58 10400154071 57 ). The licensure examination for Optometrist was instituted by
the Ministry of Examination and Ministry of Health and Welfare in the following year. The
professional licensure examination will be implemented in 2017. To meet with international
standard and enhance the quality of Optometrist for ensuring the ocular health of people,
some important changes have been made to the Optometry licensure examination in the
near years. Such as, the PGY (Post Graduate Year) training course and continuing education
of Optometrist will be implemented by Joint Commission of Taiwan. The national licensure
examination for Optometrist assistants will be ended after five years. In North America,
the level of qualification for an Optometrist is set to be equivalent of a doctoral degree, and
post-graduate education system should be considered. The important issues included the
establishment of Ph.D. program of Optometry must be promoted in Taiwan. We wish the

article is helpful for promoting future optometry development and policy made in Taiwan.
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National Board of
Examiners in Optometry
-NBEO
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to the Minister for
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